VISVESVARAYA

" Manner is all in all, What'er Is writ,

The substitute for genius, taste and wit"

His house is the envied resort of taste and learning
Under his roof juntos of wise men are^isseffibledr Men of
talents so rare, of judgement so ripe and temper so
mellow are seldom seen The parties are a close
masculine preserve as their talk is above the under-
standing of women. " It IB an uncontrollable truth "
says Swift " that no man ever made an ill-figure who
understood his own talents, nor a good one who mis-
took them." The best commentary on this maxim is
the discussion of these mature critics round the tea-
table and supper trays It is no durbar where they
load their host with all the platitudes in the English
language, but a Frank-Criticism-Serrice. Visvesvaraya
does not like to hear the echo of his own voice. He twits
prigs and pedants whose words are long enough to run
as serials. He reads men and reads to his advantage
His acute tact enables him to disclose or keep back
just so much of his opinion. His spirit shows its beauty,
grace ami vigour in affairs of state and better in private
talks,

Tbe aristocracy of all metropolis aspires to mingle
with Mm. Legions of tbe richest parvenu, the smart
aet, struggle for admission ticket without success. He
strongly believes that tbe giddy circles of Beau monde
are no safe place for creative work, which requires to
be nursed by sciitude.

A film of Banionic reserve flits across his impassive
ftw*. A cwtam degree of ^rtoum^ in looks and action
is mhaoiuteiy necessary to makie^even an illustrious
character respected or respectable. It is wrong to